
Our Statement on 
Social Justice

In this period of serious 
reflection as a society, Good 
Shepherd Center stands on 
the principle that everyone 
deserves equal rights and 
opportunities, to be treated 
with respect and without bias. 
Our mission has always 
focused on helping families of 
every race, color, national 
origin and religion.

Our history is one of 
inclusiveness, empowering all 
people, including the most 
vulnerable, disadvantaged and 
marginalized persons, to 
exercise self-determination to 
realize their full potential.

We are and will continue to 
be a community advocate for 
children and adults, with and 
without developmental 
disabilities, which provides 
support, services and 
education that empowers 
individuals and families to 
lead exceptional lives.
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Those who are happiest are those 
Who Do The Most For Others

- Booker T. Washington

REVIEW
Serving Children & Their Families of the Chicago Southland Since 1963

12th Annual Golf Outing
This year's golf outing at Ravisloe Country Club was another great 
success! While the event was pushed back to the end of July due to 
COVID-19, we still enjoyed a beautiful day out on the course. Armed 
with every santizer we could get our hands on and lots of space to 
socially distance, golfers enjoyed food, drinks, and prizes galore! Our 
silent auction was even moved to an online platform, so participants 
were able to bid safely from their personal phones. 
Thank you to all who sponsored, donated, and participated. Check 
out page 4 for more photos, and page 5 for our list of 'Thank Yous".
We look forward to our 13th annual outing on June 4, 2021 - Save the date!



A Message from Good Shepherd Center's Executive Director

Time Flies When You 
Love What You Are Doing

Find us online at gscenter.org & like us on Facebook at facebook.com/gsckids

Where has the time gone? On 
June 1, 2020, I celebrated my 
20th anniversary as the 
Executive Director of Good 
Shepherd Center. During that 
time, we have had some 
difficult times and some great 
times. In either case, we 

worked hard as a team dskljfskdland stayed true to our 
mission of providing support, service, and education 
that empower individuals and families to lead 
exceptional lives. 

I believe that one of the main reasons that we have 
been able to prosper over the years was to keep an 
open mind to new opportunities that came to our 
attention. For instance, while we were founded in 
1963 as an agency to serve children with 
developmental disabilities, in 2006 we expanded our 
mission to serve ALL children and their families. 
Both our Board and I felt that it would actually be 
true to our original mission to do so, as we expect 
the world around us to accept individuals with 
developmental disabilities as equal members of 
society that we too should be open to serving all. 

This also allowed us to add programs such as our 
Community Partner program which provides 
training and support for the 350 Child Care Centers 
and 700 In-Home providers. Our annual Strong 
Children ~ Strong Communities conference where 
400 people attended last year to learn new 
information on high quality care for ALL children; 
our Acorn Child Care Center is an example.

Another reason that we have remained successful in 
our daily operations over the years has been the 
commitment shown by the staff that has worked at 
the agency as well as the Board of Directors that 
oversees operations. We have strived to assure that 
those in our programs receive high quality service 
and according to family satisfaction surveys we 
continue to do well.  

Continued on page 3

Welcome to Our 
Newest Board Member: 
Mike O'Neill
Mike O’Neill is a founder and the managing 
partner in the law firm O’Neill McFadden & 
Willett LLP in Schererville, Indiana where he 
focuses his litigation practice in the areas of 
professional liability, including the defense of 
Physicians, Hospitals, Lawyers and Accountants, 
as well as complex commercial litigation and 
general liability matters involving catastrophic 
personal   injuries.
Mike is a “born and 
raised” North Sider 
who moved to the 
South Side after he 
married Catherine 
O’Hearn in 1997.  
Mike and Catherine 
raised their two 
daughters,  Maya  and 
Ella, in Beverly and are long-time members of St. 
Barnabas Parish on 101st and Longwood Drive. 
Mike is extensively involved in his local church 
and explained that he is always “looking for ways 
to help”.  Over the past few years, he has attended 
and been a Sponsor of the Good Shepherd Golf 
Outing.  “I do not really golf a lot—but through 
my attendance at the golf outing I have witnessed 
the many great programs and services Good 
Shepherd provides”, Mike explained.  “So when 
my long-time friend Brendan McCormick asked 
me to serve on the Board, I was truly humbled and 
honored".

Board Members Needed
Looking for a way to share your talents for a good 
cause? Do you find it rewarding to be of assistance 
to those in need? We have just the role that would 
provide you with a sense of making a positive 
difference in the lives of many!
If you are interested in learning more about joining Good 
Shepherd Center's Board, contact Brendan McCormick.
Phone: 708-985-3726
Email: bmccormick@gscenter.org



In addition, we intentionally open new programs or 
amend current programs to best meet our current 
families’ needs. In fact, during the corona virus we 
changed the fact that parents could stay in the home 
while we provided services for the children. We also 
informed parents that they could chose friends or family 
members that lived outside their home to become 
Respite Workers for the family. These changes were 
needed to assure our families felt safe while accessing the 
service.

This year has certainly been one of our most difficult 
with the huge impact that the corona virus has had on 
families and staff. Some of our programs, like the 
Community Partner program were able to stay open but 
they had to work remotely. Respite care remained 
available to families but many were too fearful of 
allowing people into their home. While other programs, 
such as Early Intervention and  our  Acorn  Child  Care 

Center were forced to close from March 18th through 
June 15th. 

We too have had to cancel great events like our annual 
Fall Fashion Show. While I love this event as it brings 
together multiple generations of current and alumni 
GSC families, it also allows us to share the beauty of the 
children in our programs. We hope that the virus will 
have run its course over the next couple of months so 
that we can once again host the show in the Spring.

We have high hopes that the agency shall continue to 
not only survive the financial issues that the last year has 
brought, we hope to thrive. Our current and future 
families need our support and we take great pride in 
being there when we are needed. I wish you all a happy 
and healthy holiday season!

Sincerely,

A Message from the Executive Director, Continued...

Amazon Smile
A simple, automatic way to support Good Shepherd Center 
every time you shop - at no cost to you!
Amazon Smile will donate 0.5% of the price of eligible purchases to Good Shepherd Center

1) Go to https://smile.amazon.com
2) Sign-in and confirm 'Good Shepherd Center for

Exceptional Children' as your Amazon Smile charity

3) Continue shopping - all donations are automatic
4) Bookmark smile.amazon.com so you can

support GSC every time you shop

There Are So Many Easy Ways to Support
Good Shepherd Center

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Find us on Facebook, Instagram and Linkedin by searching our handle:

@ g s c k i d s



12th Annual Golf Outing Photo Gallery

Thank You to Our Generous Sponsors and Donors
Event Sponsors
O'Neill McFadden & Willett LLP
Fidele & Milanec 
Kupiec & Martin, LLC 

Breakfast Sponsors
Passarelli Law LLC
Marge & Jack Hayes
Dr. John Brooks

Hole Sponsors
Apek, Inc.
Doyle Designed Salon

Staging Resources, Inc.
Tyler Family
Mebulla, LLC / Chiro One
Sweeney Family
Keane Family
Archer Wire International
Edward Jones
Law Office of Burnes & Libman
Stanicek Family
Cocalas, Westberg, Mommsen & Co., Ltd.
State Farm
The Great Frame Up
Kenwood Liquors

Other Donors
Parks Pastries
Huck Finns
Klawitter Family
Hinda Incentives
Chicago Botanic Gardens
Honey Cuts
Idlewild Country Club
Silverlake Country Club
Nothing Bundt Cakes
Sid Graphs
Walts Grocery
Thomas Photographic



Thank You to All Donors
A tremendous thank you to the following individuals, corporations, and service groups, who have 
donated to Good Shepherd Center during the period of June 30, 2019 to October 20, 2020. It is 

always our intent to thank the people who share in our mission by making donations to the agency.

Angelene Arroyo
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Rada

Nancy Molander Price
Mr. Doug Price

Joan Rees
Ms. Margaret Rees 

Sharon Ferrell 
T & C Ryan

Denise McCormick
The Tyler Family
Mr. & Mrs. Brendan & Lorraine 

 McCormick

Sharon Grill 
Mr. & Mrs. Keith & Sharon Grill 

Amy LaRocque
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy LaRocque 

Joseph DeGuile 
Ms. Margaret Paoletti 
Ms. Becky Ball
Mr. & Mrs. Jeffry Tyler
L.D. Dailey
Mr. & Mrs. Alvin & Monica Taylor
Mr. & Mrs. Martin & Annette  

 Janecke

Marge Hayes
Mr. & Mrs. James Horvath 
Ms. Margaret Rees

MEMORIALS
Carolyn Gibson
Ms. Monique Nickson 
Mr. Ernest Mills 
Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert DiGiannantonio 
Ms. Debra Branton
Ms. Tracy Scott
Wendy, Harper, Trey & Hannah 
     Williams
Ms. Johnett Grandison Ryans
Mary & Marion Reis
Ms. Sherry Demian
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Matthews
Ms. Dorothy Hall
Mr. Ernest Gibson
Mr. Christopher Heller
Mr. & Mrs. Rex Brown
Mr. David Duke
Mr. & Mrs. Edward & Doris Sweeney 
Ms. Judith Crawford
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Brittain
Mr. David Seery 
Ms. Sonya Som
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Wilson
Ms. Nicole White
Dr. & Mrs. Cornelius Knowles
Ms. Laverne Horton
Ms. Terri Coble
Ms. Kathy Wessel
Ms. Carina Noble
Mr. Walter McLarty
Mr. Floyd Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Essig
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Sokol
Ms. Jean Tello
Ms. Marian Perkins
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Kolbet
Mr. & Mrs. William Cleary III   
Althea Knowles
Dr. & Mrs. Terri & Clarice Miller

Cheryl Kettelson
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Kettelson
David S. Swan and Mina Swan 
Ms. Virginia Shipman
Cindy Wszolek 
Mr. & Mrs. Frank Colangelo

HONORARIUMS

FINANCIAL &
IN-KIND DONORS
Mr. Bradley Sheares   
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Gill
Ms. Margarite Crivellone 
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Gaughan
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Hayes
Mr. & Mrs. Karl Bajzek 

Dr. John Brooks 
Mr. & Mrs. James Swartwout
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Laycsak  
Mr. Rodney Dunlap  
Ms. Dorothy Hallissey   
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Filetti   
Mr. & Mrs. William Clark  
Ms. Gloria Krisik  
Mr. & Mrs. George Oleskiewicz
Ms. Joanne Nelson  
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Schmidt  
Ms. Sarah Grossi  
Mr. & Mrs. John Finlayson   
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph DeGulie  
Mr. & Mrs. David Van Eekeren
Mr. Frank Stanicek  
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Murdock  
Ms. Agnes Pisano 
Dr. Minjit Singh  
Ms. Rosemarie Kearney  
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Schmitz  
Dr. & Mrs. Walter & Cynthia Flow  
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Killelea 
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Gill 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert & Patricia Houston  
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas & Norann Ferriter  
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew & Molly Johnson   
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis & Martha Oboyle  
Ms. Beverly Smithberger 
Mr. Ben Arkes 
Gaynell Keaton  
Ms. Connie Henley 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul & Gloria Floress
Mr. & Mrs. Michael & Janice Cholke 
Ms. Colleen Ward  
Mr. Robert Major
Mrs. Helen Bell (Eldred-Harland
     Charitable Fund)
Ms. Brook Klawitter
Mr. Robert Major (Illinois State 
Council / Tootsie Roll Drive)
Mr. Steve Nemitz (5th Quarter & 
      Press Room Eatery) 
Mrs. Helen Bell (The Chicago 
      Community Foundation) 
Flossmoor Service League Suburban 
      Service League



Staff Spotlight
Welcome our new Development Coordinator, 
Lauren Thommes!

Lauren comes to Good 
Shepherd Center from the 
education-technology and 
event industries. She is a 
detail - obsessed event 
executor with over 10 years 
of corporate marketing 
experience. She also has a 
side hustle as a wedding 
coordinator, so she is always

on the go, making sure things are planned to a T.

As the oldest in her family, with a younger brother 
and many younger cousins, she is used to running 
the show and being around kids. Her first few 
semesters in college were even spent studying to be a 
teacher! Eventually Lauren’s love for events took her 
career in another direction, but working on behalf 
of children has been an integral part of the majority 
of her job roles.

If you ever run into her, she’s likely carrying her 
planner, where she obsessively tracks everything 
from meal planning to to-do lists to social events; her 
planner archive goes back 10 years and are like life 
yearbooks! Lauren has two perfect rescue cats named 
SeeSee and Ariel, play sports (especially flag football), 
and loves to cook!

“I am thrilled to be a part of the GSC team and 
work to implement new ways to spread the word about 
all of our good work. I love to chat with everyone, so 
please email or call me anytime!”
Phone: 708-985-3728
Email: lthommes@gscenter.org

COVID-19 Forces Trainings 
to Take Place Online
By Alex Brozek
In the world of COVID-19, many things have 
changed within the child care industry. Child care 
providers are now having to follow stricter 
guidelines, work with reduced capacities, and 
implement intensive cleaning practices. The 
Community Partner Program at Good Shepherd 
Center has been working hard to offer relief and 
resources to providers in order to encourage and 
ensure that children are still getting the best possible 
care.

One of the main services offered by the Community 
Partner Programs is providing trainings to child care 
workers to enhance professional development and 
improve practices. However, COVID-19 has had an 
impact on those efforts. In response to social 
distancing guidelines, we have been challenged to 
think outside of the box and utilize new technology. 
Therefore, we moved all training to online platforms!

Introducing online trainings has been both exciting 
and a challenge. It was a learning experience for all 
involved from the Community Partner staff, trainers, 
and providers. We are now 3 months in to online 
training and we have been having great success. 
Providers like the virtual platform as it cuts back on 
traveling after a long day, and trainers have gotten 
the hang of engaging providers through an online 
platform. We are excited to see where this new 
option for training takes us as we find a good balance 
between online and in person trainings when 
COVID subsides. 

To learn more about our online trainings and see a 
schedule, contact Alex Brozek: 
Phone: 708-985-3728
Email: abrozek@gscenter.org



Our Story
Acorn Child Care Center has been operating in 
Oak Forest since the early 1980’s. It is a well-
established day care center and serves up to 70 

children.

Good Shepherd Center acquired this Child Care 
Center in the winter of 2015. The well-qualified 
teachers at Acorn receive additional training and 

support relevant to child development to meet the 
needs of every child.

“Every child learns differently, so we must adjust 
our teaching techniques to reach each child’s 
needs to insure a successful outcome”, Diane 

Wieck, Center Director.

The difference at our Center is that staff is 
provided with additional training in the care and 

treatment of children with Autism, Down 
Syndrome and intellectual / developmental 

disabilities. We truly believe that all children have 
great abilities once they receive high quality care.

Where ALL children are welcomed and provided with a high quality early childhood education

The Center’s Mission
Acorn Child Care Center exists to provide a safe, 

developmentally appropriate environment for 
preschool and school age children. Our focus is to 

provide a stimulating early care and education 
experience which promotes each child’s social/

emotional, physical and cognitive development. 
Our goal is to support children’s learning so they 

become life-long learners.

Our agency therapists are available for consultation 
with staff and parents when concerns about a 

child’s development are present.

Our Education Tools
We use the Creative Curriculum for Preschool which 
is a comprehensive, research-based curriculum that 

features exploration and discovery as a way of 
learning. Comprising of The Foundation, six 

knowledge-building volumes that help teachers set up 
a high-quality learning environment and builds a 

thorough understanding of best practices.
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SAVE THE DATE: February 27, 2021
 “Finding Strength in the Face of Uncertainty” 

♦     ♦    ♦    ♦    ♦    ♦

STRONG CHILDREN STRONG COMMUNITIES CONFERENCE

This Year the SCSC Conference Will Look a Little Different... We heard from you, and 
last year's conference was the best ever! When the conference ended, we didn't know 

what was ahead of us. Life as we know it has since changed as we all learn to cope with 
COVID-19 and the pandemic. 2020 has been full of challenges and has impacted all of 

us in different ways. We can find our way through this together.
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