Celebrating 25 Years of Service

Julie Gembara refers to herself

as “Rent a Gramma,” and to the
families in Good Shepherd Center’s
Respite program, that means a lot.
Julie is a caring and positive respite
worker who finds something good
to say about everyone. She has
worked for Good Shepherd Center
since 1985 and is proud of what
she does. Julie explains, “l meet a
lot of great parents who are very
accepting of their circumstances.
Respite is a valuable service for
everyone. | feel | learn as much

from my families as they do from
me.” Julie feels good about being
informed, trained and prepared for
each individual case. As a respite
care worker, Julie gives parents and
care givers a break from their child
care responsibilities, allowing them
time to shop, work, run errands, etc.

Julie and her husband Rich live in
Oak Forest and have two daughters,
a son and four grandchildren.

She has a broad educational
background, having attended
Lawrence University and University
of lllinois. She also lived
in Europe for four years.

Julie is yet another
example of the
outstanding staff who
work at Good Shepherd
Center providing the best
possible care for children.

Interested in Respite
Care? Please call
708-335-0020 x 22.

A Reason to Fight
by Brendan McCormick,
Executive Director

When | started
at Good
Shepherd
Center |
looked forward
to coming to
work everyday
as | enjoyed
my time with
the children

in our school
and their parents. It was so much
simpler then, as my job was to
provide support for the staff and
families, assuring that they had
what they needed to be successful.
It also renewed my energy for
attending to difficult tasks in my
job by simply spending time in a
classroom with the children.

Since that time, my job has
become much more difficult,
regularly fighting with the State on
changes they continue to make to
already successful programs for
children and families. | also have

continued on pg 3

Upcoming Events - Mark Your Calendars Today

Parent Institute Day Conference

“Strong Children Strong Communities”

NEW DAY!! SATURDAY February 26, 2011

Prairie State College - Chicago Heights

CEU and CPDU credits available

Registration call 708-957-2600

Exhibit tables and Sponsors call 708-335-0020 x 20

Billiards Tournament

Sunday, Nov. 14,2010 - S. Suburban location TBA
Come and meet The Black Widow!!
(all 708-335-0020 x 20 for more info

Winter Holiday Party - Sat. December 11,2010
3rd Annual Golf Quting - Friday, June 3, 2011
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Second Annual Golf Outing Review

Good Shepherd Center’s golf outing on Friday, June 18th at Ravisloe Country Club
was a day no one will forget. Despite temperatures in the 90’s, a severe thunderstorm,
loss of power and tornado warnings, everyone had an absolute blast. The old saying,
“It is what it is” certainly pertained to the sequence of events as the day rolled on like
nothing was happening.

Many thanks to sports celebrities Steve McMichael and Doug Buffone, the golfers,
Major Sponsors and Hole Sponors for making this event a huge success.

Thank You to the following
donors -

May 1 to August 31, 2010
Apex Services

Flossmoor Community Church
Flossmoor Service League

Friends for Joey/
Major Sponsors - AT&T * Food Packaging Warehouse.com ot foend
K of C Charities
Auction Donors Sybaris Pool Suites MR/LD Fund
American Family Insurance Vernola & Wayne Thomas Kiwanis Club of Park Forest
Andrea Mikulec Josh & Katie Tyler Frank Stanicek

Ron Assise
Balmoral Park
John & Eunice Budz
Chicago Bears
Chicago Blackhawks
Chicago Cubs
Chicago Bulls
Coca Cola Enterprises
Computer & Network
Specialists
Cooper’s Hawk
Francesca’s
Carolyn & Edward Gibson
Chris & Steve Hacko
Homewood Area C of C
Grange Insurance
Green Garden Country Club
Hinda Incentives
HITCS
H-F Dental Care
Homewood Disposal
Horton Insurance
of Orland Park
Derek & Yvonne Kratz
Jeff & Phyllis Lukas
Northwoods
Brendan & Lorraine
McCormick
Metlife Auto & Home
Suzie Owens
Pace
Paramont-ES
Chris & Deirdre Pawell
Prairie State College
Ravisloe Country Club
Realms of Ruin Paintball Park
State Farm/Severo Pedroza
Linda & Dennis Rockett
Six Flags Great America
Alice & Bryan Starkey
Ed & Doris Sweeney

Walt’s of Homewood
Westfield Insurance
Jim Vinicky/Connexion

In Memory of
Gretchen Stanicek

) Blair & Arlene Stanicek
Zettimeier Bakery Charitable Fund
Hole Sponsors
AT Mechanical

Balmoral Park
CDK Electric Inc.
Cocalas, Westberg, Mommsen
The Claremen Association
State Senator Maggie Crotty
State Reps. Davis/Riley

The Flagler Agency

Richard & Kathleen Filetti
Francesca’s Restaurants
Gus Bock Ace Hardware
Senator Toi Hutchinson
|-CARE

HEART OF GSC

J. Warner Electric, Inc.
Knights of Columbus/Fr. Perez
Koehler & Passarelli, LLC
Loeb Equipment

State Rep. Kevin McCarthy
Marszewski & Galvin
MetLife Home and Auto
Pace

Prairie State College

Reed lllinois Corp.

State Farm/Severo Pedroza
Vernola & Wayne Thomas
Dr. Tom Voitas
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A Reason to Fight continued from pg 1

had to become more political, as
Legislators face difficult decisions
on how best to meet the needs

of the community with shrinking
State funds. They need our input

to assure that they can serve their
constituents. When | started, politics
only took a small percentage of my
time, assuring that local Legislators
were aware of the services we

offer for those they served. Today,
politics is 40% of my job as | work
with Legislators for assistance in
maintaining our services for families.

Advocating for our children may be
difficult, but it must be done. While

| miss the chance to go into the
classrooms to look into the faces

of our children and be reminded of
why we all must continue to fight, |
recently had this opportunity present
itself again. | attended a great
program for young children offered
by Good Shepherd Center alumnus,
Jack, Sophia, Dave and Brooke
Klawitter. Once a month, this family

hosts the “Young
Athletes” program
at Homewood-
Flossmoor High
School. This sports
play program
provides children
with and without
developmental
disabilities (ages 2
to 7) an opportunity
to learn team play
and for parents

to network with
others. It also
allows children over
the age of 7 to become volunteer
coaches, assisting the younger
children in having fun. If you would
like to have your child become

a participant of this program or
would like to volunteer to become
energized as | was this past
weekend, simply contact Brooke at
BKlawitter@usg.com.

So, while continuing the good

Jack Klawitter participates in “Young Athletes.”

fight on behalf of children may be
tedious and difficult, it is something
that must be done. If you find
yourself growing weary of the fight,
look into the face of a child with
developmental disabilities and |
assure you that you will easily find
the strength to persevere.
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Y Winter Holiday Party

All fo-r'rﬁer and current Good Shepherd Center
families-are-invited.

Board of Directors Saturday December 11, 2010

Josh Tyler - President Cliff Kilboy 9:30 to’11:30 a.m.
Jay Ruklic « Vice President Jeff Lukas EE - EVE Ell
Andrea Mikulec - Treasurer Beverly Olson FR FUN for EYERY@NEI|
Chris Pawell - Secetary Doris Sweeney Salem Lutheran Church
Carolyn Gibson Lee Ann Tai 18324 Ashland Ave,
Sandi Jones Homewood

Good Shepherd Center _Breakfast, games, crafts, prizes

Mission Statement pl;tures with Santa.

Good Shepherd Center, a community advocate for children
and gdults with anq without dlsabll.ltle.s,'prowdes support, . Any qUEEHERTBF to register
service, and education to empower individuals and

families to lead exceptional lives. contact June at 708-335-0020 x 16

501 © (3) Organization Register soon.




